
The Structure of Genesis 16†

Orientation:
Sarai barren; Hagar her

slave-girl is not
(16:1-4a)

Action begins
(16:2)

Conflict
generated  

Complications:
Hagar has contempt

for her mistress
(16:4b)

Conflict heightens: Conflict
between Sarai and Abram

(16:5-6a)

Conflict begins to unravel: Sarai
deals harshly with Hagar and

sends her away 
(16:6b)

Original conflict
resolved: Angel
of Yhwh inter-

venes (16:7-10))

Concluding
Summary

Statement: The
birth of Ishmael

(16:15-16)

Outcome
Prophecy
regarding
Ishmael

(16:11-12) 

The hidden and continuous providence of God

Coda: Naming
the well 

(16:13-14)

† Prepared by Tyler F. Williams (2002). 


